King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Report 9 (Oct - Dec 2020)

The MA in STEM Education educates future leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries activities undertaken between October and December 2020 to support the progress of the programme during a very turbulent period due to the Covid-19 pandemic and associated national lock-downs: 

Student support 
There are now 35 STEM education students enrolled across the two cohorts (2019/20 & 2020/21). To facilitate the personal tutoring required, as well as given the challenging situations many of the students are working within, Dr Heather King and Dr Richard Brock joined Dr Melissa Glackin on the personal tutoring team. All students met this term to discuss their living/ working situations and all students have been in frequent e-communication during the term. 

This term 21 students have commenced the Research Methods and Dissertation module. From the student’s submitted proposals there were a rich range of projects outlined, from a study of the implementation of a STEM curriculum through to a focus on embodied learning in primary mathematics and the integration of STEM learning. All students have been allocated supervisors who are specialists in their research field. 

To supplement the lack of informal programme gatherings this year, and to allow for Year 1 and 2 cohorts to meet, a November STEM Education seminar series was created. Weekly informal seminar sessions were run by CRESTEM colleagues aiming to engage students with broader ‘STEM’ and research themes (e.g. ethics in STEM research, practical work during Covid). Finally, again in response to student isolation, optional writing tutorials were offered to students on the Policy & Principle in STEM Education module with additional sessions offered to students who have English as an additional language. 

Programme curriculum 
Whilst we had planned for a blended, on-campus and on-line, approach at the start of term, due to the change in College and government guidance, all our teaching moved on-line from late October. Whilst this has been very labour intensive, the benefits have been that student attendance and engagement has remained consistently high. We were extremely pleased with this outcome given the very challenging circumstance that many of the students have found themselves in, for example, in different countries, self-isolating, or working extended hours in their schools. 

Whilst we had planned not to offer the Leading Practice in STEM education module next term, due to the high numbers of students who will need to continue to work remotely the module will now be offered in spring 2021. Due to the nature of the Making and Creating in STEM education module, this cannot go on-line, and we plan to continue to offer the module on campus, but with reduced numbers and strict safety precautions. Hence, for those not wishing to attend campus sessions the Leading Practice in STEM education module offers an appropriate alternative. 

Four students have now applied to organisations to complete the STEM in the workplace module. These are: Kew Gardens (2), WWF and the Association of Science Education. This year we have implemented an informal interview as an additional step between the student and the organisation’s representative to ensure fit as well as a discussion related to shared goals. These will take place late December, early January.  

The Future of the Programme
During this period, Avinash Kumar met with the Head of School, Prof. Beatrice Szczepek Reed, the Head of School Administration, Ben Day, the Head of Development, Sarah Cook, and the Programme Director, Dr Melissa Glackin to discuss a continued collaboration between Wipro and King’s. Following this meeting, a proposal setting out several ways forward was submitted on 17th November 2020 to be reviewed by the Wipro board. 


Next quarter
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· (Re) designing, teaching and assessments on-line for modules: Environmental Education: Sustainability and Society & Leading Practice in STEM Education
· Teaching and assessment on-campus ensuring COVID secure working practice for module: Making & Creating in STEM education
· Commence advertising Programme for 2021/22 cohort
· Take forward the Wipro/ King’s collaboration depending on decisions made by the Wipro board in late 2020
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