King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Report 8 (July - Sept 2020)

The MA in STEM Education educates future STEM leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries activities undertaken between July - September 2020 to support the progress of the programme during a very turbulent period due to the Covid-19 pandemic and associated national lock-down: 

Student support & recruitment 
A significant amount of time was focused on both supporting current students and reassuring prospective students concerning the 2020/21 programme. For the 2019/20 cohort, three full-time students were supervised intensely to enable them to submit their dissertation. A further on-line meeting was organised in July to discuss emerging provision with the 13 part-time students. Following this, all part-time students were contacted individually to ensure they were clear on the steps towards successful completion of a dissertation in 2021.

As to prospective students, a high frequency of individual as well as group emails were sent from the programme director. This significant about of activity over the summer has resulted in very positive recruitment numbers. In summary, for this coming year:

	Year commenced current cohort
	Total
	F/T
	P/T
	Home
	Overseas

	2020-21
	25
	9
	16
	19
	6

	2019-20
	13
	0
	13
	13
	0



The incoming 2020-21 come with a wide range of experiences and from different areas of STEM education:

	Professional background/ experience
	Frequency of 2020/21 Cohort 

	Maths teacher
	4

	Science teacher
	12

	Computing teacher
	2

	Design and Technology teacher
	1

	Primary STEM teacher
	2

	Other STEM related organisations
	2

	Direct from undergraduate progs
	2




Scholarships 
12 scholarships were awarded and accepted. Noteworthy is the increased interest from applicants outside of London, due to the increased on-line mode of teaching that will be offered in September. These areas include Manchester, Cambridgeshire, Norwich, and North Yorkshire. A spread of subjects was evident; however, the majority of applications came from teachers with a science background (i.e. Science (8), Maths, (2), Computing/ Technology (2). All the applications work in secondary schools accept one who works in a hospital school.

Programme curriculum 
The period saw a significant amount spent restructuring modules and materials so that a fully on-line accessible programme could be offered during semester 1. Lecture videos have been created and the on-line College platform has been updated so that materials are easily accessible. A new delivery platform (MS TEAMS) has been trialled and colleagues have been developing their skills to enable them to use the tool available. However, for those who have moved to London and are able to access Campus safely, we have planned additional face-to-face tutorials/ sessions. Our intention is to still offer the STEM placement module, if only in a very limited capacity. Hence, to this end many meetings/ communications have taken place with Kew Gardens, WWF, Natural History Museum and Raspberry-Pi. 

External Examiner Report (2019/20)
At the examination board held in July, Dr Ann Childs (Oxford University), the programme external examiner, gave a very positive verbal report. Ann reviewed a sample of the assessments from across the programme modules and agreed with all grades and standards expected at MA level. She also noted feedback as ‘impressive’ with all students receiving substantive formative feedback. Further, Ann commented that the range of assessment modes was excellent allowing students to develop a range of academic skills. 

Next quarter
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Welcoming cohorts 2019/20 & 2020/21 ensuring they are proficient with on-line learning (Sept – Oct 2020)
· Teaching and assessments predominantly on-line during Semester 1 2020 (Oct – Dec 2020)
· Work with STEM organisations in how we might offer placements in spring 2021 
· Start conversation about the King’s/Wipro partnership beyond 2021

Professor Beatrice Szczepek Reed 
[image: ]
KCL/Wipro Report 8 (July-Sept 2020) 
image1.emf

