King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Report 7 (April - June 2020)

The MA in STEM Education educates future STEM leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries activities undertaken between April - June 2020 to support the progress of the programme during a very turbulent period due to the Covid-19 pandemic and associated national lock-down: 

Programme curriculum & Current cohort
Dr Heather King designed and co-taught two modules during the spring term: Leading Practice in STEM education and Making and Creating in STEM Education. Whilst in the main teaching had been completed for both modules, due to the disruption caused by the College shut down mid-March, the Making and Creating team were very adaptive, re-designing materials for the final on-line taught all-day class and follow up session. Assessed presentations for both modules were similarly shifted to on-line delivery. On reflection, this worked reasonably well. However, the students’ experience of the hands-on element of the Making module did suffer due to students’ limited access to the Maker Space or similar environments in their own workplaces. Whilst the formal module evaluations are currently still open, to-date very positive feedback has been received with all students completing the survey saying they ‘agree/ strongly agree’ that they found the module ‘intellectually stimulating’, ‘well organised’ and ‘provided helpful and informative feedback’.

To support the four students completing the programme in a full-time capacity with their dissertation projects the following amendments were made: on-line 1-1 supervisions, reduction in assignment word count, support for literature review alongside ‘distanced’ empirical data collection. Ethical procedures were similarly updated by the School. 

Whilst the end-of-module social events were cancelled, an on-line informal programme catch-up, run on May 11th, was well attended. The students have also been very active keeping in touch and sharing events via the on-line forums and through emails. 

Year ending: 4 students to complete August 2020; 12 students to complete August 2021. 

Marketing 
The promo video for the programme was completed and launched.  The video has been embedded onto the programme webpages and circulated widely to external STEM organisations:
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/postgraduate/taught-courses/stem-education-ma

And a shorter video was produced and circulated on social media:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGgMZ7CLKHI



Due to the cancellation of open-day events, the College has facilitated several on-line prospective student events during May using the platform Uni-Buddy. Whilst the method could not replace the importance of meeting academic staff in person or visiting the campus it did allow for collective responses to enquiries and for students to experience on-line teaching taster sessions. 


Recruitment (2020/21) 
A high volume of enquires have continued to be received from prospective students during this period. Many enquires were concerned with how the programme would be structured in September following announcements from other institutions and with changes in travel arrangements. The programme has received over 50 applications. To date:

Offers accepted 10 (Full time 6, Part time 4)
Offers awaiting response: 16 (Full time 11, Part time 5).

Several part time applications are still outstanding, as admissions seek references. As the scholarship’s awardees are yet to be contacted, see section below, we anticipate that the part time number will rise to 12 accepted. 

Scholarships 
13 applications for the scholarships were received this year. This number is down from last year, however with the uncertainty in schools about what autumn teaching will look like we understand that many potential applicants felt unsure about their capacity to undertake a MA during this period of uncertainty. 

From the 13 applications, 12 scholarships are to be offered. Noteworthy is the increased interest from applicants outside of London, due to the increased on-line mode of teaching that will be offered in September. These areas include Manchester, Cambridgeshire, Norwich, and North Yorkshire. A spread of subjects was evident; however, the majority of applications came from teachers with a science background (i.e. Science (8), Maths, (2), Computing/ Technology (2). All the applications work in secondary schools accept one who works in a hospital school.

Next quarter (July-September 2020)
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Meetings with current & prospective students (July 2020)
· External examiner assessment review and exam board (July 2020)
· Planning, curriculum design and creation for on-line teaching during Semester 1 2020
· Start conversation about the King’s/Wipro partnership beyond 2021
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