King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Report 6 (Jan - Mar 2020)

The MA in STEM Education educates future STEM leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries activities undertaken to progress the programme between January – March 2020: 

Recruitment & Marketing 
To date, 40 international/ full-time applications have been reviewed. 15 offers have been made. Following the recent global events, it is currently difficult to predict how many of these offers will convert to students in September. Two part-time/ home applications have been received and offers made. Learning from 2019, applications from teachers/ home students were slow during this quarter, with a greater number of applications received towards the end of May and early June. This period coincides with the UK school holidays (May half-term). 

A newly designed advert featured in the handbook was distributed at the Association of Science Education (ASE) national conference in January. Some 800 delegates attended this event. The advert was also included in the ASE’s international journal circulated in February. Melissa Glackin, the programme director, gave a presentation at the conference – and ran an informal Q&A session following this. A further presentation was given to science teachers attending mentor training in February. 

A Webinar has been produced and is available on the programme homepage. The webinar is a short presentation that includes an explanation of the programme content, the timetable and the assessments. Google search advertising and Facebook adverts continues. These are run alongside LinkedIn inmail, Instagram and YouTube advertising. 

We have liaised with an external company to produce a programme marketing video. Teaching footage, student interviews and the video script have all been produced. We anticipate receiving the completed promo video early April. The launch was to coincide with the ‘first anniversary programme celebration’.  The event has now been postponed. However, the video will be key to our marketing communications with schools/ teachers during April - June.

Programme curriculum 
During the autumn term two taught modules were completed (Principles and Policy of STEM Education and Environmental Education: Sustainability and Society). During this quarter, students completed the assessments and received grades and feedback. All the modules were passed by students. Formal module evaluations were very positive. 

Comments included: 
I really felt that everyone had an opportunity to speak their mind, without judgment, and with guidance from the lecturers, helping us all to find our own arguments to explore.

The two out-of-university visits were excellent.

This has been the most intellectually and emotionally stimulating course I have taken. It was extremely well organised and creative in its implementation.

An excellent introduction both to STEM Education and to studying at master’s level in the social sciences framework.

I think the most positive aspect of this module is inspiring me to express myself confidently.

Two students are completing the STEM internship module at WWF & Raspberry-Pi. Unfortunately, the Wimbledon High School placement stalled due to difficulties in obtaining a DBS for an international student in the limited time period.  

Dr Heather King designed and co-taught two modules during the spring term: Leading Practice in STEM education and Making and Creating in STEM Education. Anecdotally, the modules have been very well received. The new Maker Space has offered opportunities to design a very hands-on and unique module. Due to the disruption caused by the College shut down mid-March, the team were very adaptive, re-designing materials for an on-line taught all day class. Presentations were similarly shifted to on-line assessments. 

Next quarter (April - June 2020)
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Spring module assessments 
· Dissertation supervision (three students)
· Completion and launch of programme promo video
· Focused/ intense marketing towards of 15 scholarships to STEM teachers 

Professor Beatrice Szczepek Reed 
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