King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Year 3 Q2 (Report 13) (October - December 2021)

The MA in STEM Education educates future leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries key activities undertaken between October and December 2021 to support the progress of the programme. 

Programme curriculum 
Over the past two years we have now seen 19 students graduate: 8 received distinctions and 10 merits. We are proud of these achievements particularly for those studying part-time and during a very turbulent 18 months. To recognise the students’ work in the area of STEM education the WIPRO Award for Most Outstanding STEM Education Dissertation 2021 was awarded to Maia Yoshida. The judgement was made by Professor Lulu Healy and Dr Ann Childs (programme external examiner). 

This term has seen another new approach to our teaching format. The modules STEM: Policy and Principles and Leading Practice in STEM education took a blended format. This was in the form: two evening sessions on-line, 3 full-day Saturdays in person and 6+ pre-recorded lectures. The approach enabled students to network in person whilst allowing for absences, changing Covid guidance, and students traveling greater distances. The research methods module was delivered entirely on-line once a week through pre-recorded and live seminars. This has enabled students’ flexibility in engaging with the module materials allowing them to work from their classrooms or their homes rather than travel onto campus in the evening. We are planning our Environmental Education and Making and Creating modules to include similar blended approaches.

We submitted our project plans to WIPRO late September 2021. We set out 4 projects all designed to enhance the MA programme. This quarter we have focused on two of the four projects. First, Establishing a Quantitative Research STEM education module. Dr Richard Brock has held several meetings with CRESTEM colleagues to establish the aims, scope and delivery mode for the module. The framework for the module has now been formally submitted to the Facility’s Education Committee and we have received confirmation of the acceptance of the new module. The second project focused on was the need to build student e-case study resources. We circulated a call for current and former STEM education students to submit an e-proposal and held several informal drop-ins to discuss emerging ideas. To date, we have received 8 proposals which will be reviewed in early January 2022. In addition, we advertised the post of STEM education project officer to support Dr Melissa Glackin and Dr Richard Brock to deliver the project. Lucy Wood, a current PhD candidate in science education, was appointed to the post which runs from January through to August 2022. 


Marketing & Communication 

A wonderful inter-cohort celebration of the programme took place on Saturday 20th November. We were delighted that 50+ students and colleagues attended and were able to meet with representatives from WIPRO. More about the event can be found here. 

3 past students, alongside Dr Melissa Glackin, have been preparing to present at the Association of Science Education (ASE) annual conference at the University of Sheffield in January 2022. Our aim is to communicate the positive and rich outcomes which can be achieved through completing this MA programme. 

The Future of the Programme
We understand that the trustees’ decision is imminent concerning whether to support the additional application for funding for the cohorts beyond 2021-22.

Next quarter
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Coordinate and re-design online teaching materials with the help of the new project officer, supported by WIPRO funds.
· Create online case study materials with the help of the project officer and through teacher supply cover, funded by WIPRO.
· Start development of the online placement module, supported by WIPRO funds.
· Start development of the new module: Quantitative Research in STEM Education, supported by WIPRO funds. 
· Prepare and teach the modules Environmental Education: Society and Sustainability & Making and Creating (which was postponed from last year).
· Past students to present at the ASE 2022 annual conference. 
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