King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Year 3 Q1 (Report 12) (July-Sept 2021)

The MA in STEM Education educates future leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries key activities undertaken between July to September 2021 to support the progress of the programme into the third Year during another turbulent period due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the gradual lifting of restrictions. 

Programme curriculum 
During this quarter, full-time and second year part-time students wrote up and submitted their dissertations. 15 dissertations were submitted with 6 extensions given. Currently dissertations are being assessed (deadline Oct 6th), however, on a brief review at least five meet the ‘distinction’ criteria. As noted in Report 11, to recognise the students’ work in the area of STEM education, the School have agreed to support a prize for the ‘best’ dissertation (£150). This will be judged on the thesis achieving the highest mark. This will be presented at the November celebration (see below). We would like to acknowledge WIPROS’s support by including their name in the award e.g. The WIPRO Award for Most Outstanding STEM Education Dissertation 2021. 

In line with College and government guidelines, during this period we have prepared the two autumn modules in a blended mode. We have developed the modules to balance access with our aim to build a community. Hence, we will be hosting evening sessions on-line, to reduce student travel and to ensure the greatest geographically reach, whilst offering our Saturday sessions on-campus, to allow for important informal conversations and opportunities for networking. In acknowledging the need to be flexible, particularly if individuals are unable to come onto campus, we have developed pre-recorded material created by the session tutors to support each session and will offer weekly on-line tutorial meetings. 

We have been developing our plans for the use of the WIPRO funding to support the growth of our on-line and modular offer. These plans were finalised and submitted for approval to WIPRO mid-September. 

Marketing & Admissions
15 scholarships were awarded to practicing teachers across a range of subjects, age ranges and geographical spread. Cold spot regions include Morley, South Leeds and the Wirral, Liverpool. Table 1 illustrates the numbers allocated across STEM subjects and age ranges taught. 

	Subject
	Secondary school Teachers
	Primary/ Middle school Teachers

	Science
	5 (including 1 cold spot)
	1

	Maths
	3
	

	Computing/ D&T
	4 (including 1 ‘cold spot’)
	1

	Geography
	1
	



We are very pleased that 32 students will commence the programme in 2021/22. 24 students will study part-time, 8 full-time. The majority are ‘home’ students (27). The five ‘overseas’ students (5) are from China.  

15 students will continue into Year 2 (cohort 2020-21).

To encourage inter-cohort networking, and to celebrate the completion of the programme of our first part-time cohort and WIPRO awardees, we are planning a celebration event on November  20th (4.30-6.30pm) where graduating students will present some of their dissertation findings. We would be delighted if a representative from WIPRO would attend. Photos from the event will be used in future advertising and communications.  

The Future of the Programme
We understand that the trustees’ decision is imminent concerning whether to support the additional application for funding for the cohort 2023-25.

Next quarter
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Completion of assessment of dissertations from first part-time cohort (October)
· Planning ‘programme celebration’ (November)
· Development of on-line/ modular initiatives e.g. case studies & quantitative module 
· Developing a blended approach to the teaching of:  STEM: policy and principles & Leading practice in STEM Education 
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