King’s College London/ Wipro supported: MA in STEM Education 
Quarterly report: Report 10 (Jan-March 2021)

The MA in STEM Education educates future leaders working across a diverse variety of STEM-related organisations. The programme is based in the School of Education, Communication and Society and commenced in September 2019. This report summaries activities undertaken between January and March 2021 to support the progress of the programme during another very turbulent period due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the third associated national lock-down: 

Programme curriculum 
All students taking the autumn module Policy and Principles in STEM education were successful in passing the end of term assessments. This outcome was significant considering the new methods of pedagogy used reflecting that student’s managed to maintain a good level of engagement, and the support provided was appropriate. The formal module feedback returned very high student satisfaction. Comments include:
Lovely sense of academic community, interesting guest lecturers
The module was diverse when it comes to the (student) teachers which is a prominent feature of this course

Lecturers have been very engaging and shared their expertise in a way that is very inspiring

Fantastic communication and flexibility to accommodate various requirements
Feedback recommendations were for more time for group discussions during sessions and an explicit explanation as to the method of structuring/ timetabling the module due to being different from the sister programme modules. We ensured more time was included for discussion in the Spring modules. 

This term, 24 students studied the Environmental Education: Sustainability & Society module. This compared to 7 last year. Just over half the cohort were from the STEM education programme, and it was wonderful to have the opinions and perspectives of students from across the School’s sister MA programmes, including: Education in Arts and Cultural Settings, Education Management and Education, Policy & Society. This generated rich and interesting discussions. 

As noted in Q9 report, colleagues were very responsive to the necessity at short notice to offer the module Leading Practice in STEM education. We were pleased that this module was considered an appropriate alternative by students, with over 17 electing to take it. Colleagues re-designed resources, in a creative manner. This included inviting students from cohort 19-20 to present examples of models of STEM leadership in their institutions and share their own reflections from the programme.  Whilst we still await College direction, colleagues are starting to make provisional plans to open up the Maker Space during the summer term to students who were unable to participate on the Making and Creating in STEM education module. This module is planned to go ahead in 2022. 

Two STEM placements at Kew Gardens and WWF have now commenced. A further two placements have been secured also at Kew Gardens, but in a different team, and the Association of Science Education. These will start in April. The placement organisations have been extremely agile and creative to enable the majority of the placement to be on-line/ working from home, with some limited on-site work, if appropriate, in the summer. All students went through a newly established informal interview process which successfully enabled the establishment of shared, and individual, goals. 

The Future of the Programme
Avinash Kumar confirmed that the WIPRO board were keen to continue their support for the programme during the academic year 2021-22. This support will be 15 bursaries covering 70% tuition fees for 1 part time cohort (2021 23) and related staff time. We are so delighted and touched that the organisation has recognised the significant longer-term impact that this investment in teachers’ and their students’ lives makes. We understand that the trustees’ decision is imminent concerning whether to support the additional application for funding for the next two cohorts (2022-24; 2023-25).

Marketing & Admissions
The 15 scholarships available to STEM-teachers have now been advertised. Details can be found here and there has been great interest on social media. Since the announcement in late March, we have been contacted by teachers from a range of subjects – including Design and Technology to Geography – across the country – from Liverpool to Felixstowe. As to programme applications, we have received over 70 applications from international students and have made 10 offers. We are very keen to ensure that the programme maintains a rich diverse cohort and that its size ensures that students feel part of the growing STEM education family. 

Next quarter
Activities for next quarter will include: 
· Assessment of Spring modules underway/ completed: Leading Practice in STEM education, Environmental Education: Sustainability & Society, STEM Placements 
· Dissertation supervision on-going (21 students, submission August)
· September 2021 programme finalised
· Scholarship decisions finalised and communicated (June)
· Engagement with external examiner to reflect on the programme following Year 1 and Year 2
· Depending on decisions made by Wipro’s governing board, take forward the Wipro/ King’s collaboration including proposed new initiatives in pushing further into teacher education ‘cold spots’, developing a blended/ online programme and developing free-standing modules.
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